
COMMISSIONER WORK SESSION OF APRIL 16, 2018 

 

The Work Session of April 16, 2018 was called to order at 6:33 p.m. and the open public 

notice announcement was read by the Borough Administrator.  In attendance were 

Mayor Rochford, Commissioner Kasko, Commissioner Moscatelli, and the Borough 

Administrator, Borough Solicitor and Borough Clerk. 

 

The Administrator opened the public comment period of the meeting.  No Comments 

were made at this time. 

 

The Commissioners were advised that the Animal Control Officer (ACO) will no longer be 

the individual to investigate animal cruelty cases.  Starting in August we will have an 

officer from the Prosecutor’s Office assigned to the Borough.  If our ACO sends someone 

for the proper training we would be able to appoint that person in the future.   

 

A revised resolution pertaining to the land swap between the Borough and the Board of 

Education (BOE) was discussed.  The Borough Solicitor reviewed the memo he had 

previously sent to the Commissioners detailing the points he wanted to cover with the 

BOE attorney.  He further noted that there were still some questions regarding stipulations 

stated in the resolution.  Additionally, this agreement consists of two transactions rather 

than an exchange of property.  Commissioner Moscatelli asked if we are required to do 

this as a transaction to be able to utilize the Green Acres funds.  The Administrator stated 

that she would have to confirm that.  The Commissioners discussed concerns about the 

appraisal figures and the potential impact on the transactions.  The environmental studies 

were also discussed.  With regards to the stipulations about the light should a field be put 

in on a portion of the property the Borough Solicitor indicated that he was uncertain 

about the standards involved for a ball field.  Concerns about lights being put up right 

across the street from where homes were going to be put up was discussed.  The 

Commissioners agreed that they would want Borough input if lights were to be put up.    

The Solicitor stated that this memo will be sent out the following day to the BOE attorney, 

who would then review it with the BOE.  It was noted that the sex (6) month period for 

decision making purposes of requesting demolition of Cooley Hall would potentially start 

as of closing date unless another date is negotiated. 

 

The Administrator advised the Commissioners that four (4) proposals have been received 

from potential appraisers for the Green Acres grants.  There are no suggestions from the 

State as to who to use.  The Administrator suggested starting with the lowest bidder and 

move up if there are scheduling conflicts.  The Commissioners agreed to this suggestion. 

 

The April 24, 2018 meeting agenda was reviewed.  The Commissioners agreed to add a 

resolution to approve sending the revisions to the 2008 Open Space and Recreation Plan 

to the Planning Board (PB).  It was also noted that there was a possibility that a resolution 

to authorize a bike auction may be added.  

 

Commissioner Kasko announced that there was nothing new to report from the 

Partnership for Haddonfield, LLC. 

 



At 7:01 p.m. Commissioner Kasko made a motion to go into closed session to discuss 

personnel and the HERD lawsuit.  Commissioner Moscatelli seconded the motion, which 

was then approved unanimously. 

 

The Borough Solicitor provided an update on the status of the HERD lawsuit.  He noted 

that this is still in the early stages and he did not feel that this would impact the Borough 

moving forward with the plan submitted by 2 Hopkins Lane, LLC.  Discussions were held 

regarding the pricing for th4ese townhomes.  Commissioner Moscatelli noted that 2 

Hopkins Lane, LLC’s people do not know the price point as yet.  

 

The Commissioners agreed that the Redevelopment Agreement and Payment In Lieu of 

Taxes (PILOT) proposal paperwork will be sent to 2 Hopkins Lane, LLC’s office the following 

day.  

 

The May 2, 2018 public meeting by 2 Hopkins Lane, LLC regarding Bancroft was briefly 

reviewed. 

 

The Commissioners then reviews the various Planning Board (PB) appointments which are 

expiring in May.  It was agreed to discuss these appointments at the next work session. 

 

Commissioner Moscatelli announced that he would not be attending the August PB 

meeting as he will be on vacation. 

 

Commissioner Kasko asked for an update on the PBA contract negotiations.  The 

Administrator provided a brief overview of the items being negotiated. 

 

Mayor Rochford made a motion to leave closed session at 7:33 p.m., which was 

seconded by Commissioner Moscatelli.  The motion was approved unanimously.  The 

Solicitor left the meeting at this time. 

 

The Administrator reviewed the proposed 2018 Budget and Capital Plan, which has an 

increase of just over one cent per $100 of assessed value at this point.  She also noted 

that the State is now requiring that a background check policy, which would follow 

Federal Civil Service requirements.  The adoption of a resolution and affidavit are part of 

this requirement.  She further noted that this requirement is for the Department of Public 

Works, non-union employees, the Fire Department and Ambulance Association.  

Changes to the various departmental budget requests were reviewed, as well as the 

Capital Budget. 

 

Mayor Rochford asked for an update on the July 3rd fireworks event through the 

Celebrations Association.  The Administrator advised that additional discussions need to 

be had regarding that event. 

 

Commissioner Kasko then made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:32 p.m., which was 

seconded by Commissioner Moscatelli and approved unanimously. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 



 

Deanna Bennett, RMC 

Borough Clerk 


